
Sermon: Luke 21:5-19  

 ‘There will be an opportunity to testify (v13) … I will give you words and a wisdom 

(v15) … By your endurance you will gain your souls’ (v21) 

I invite you to put yourself in a similar situation to the disciples back then. I wonder how it 

would be for you if you had been admiring your beautiful place of worship – not only the 

building but all the artefacts and dedications within it – just like the disciples were back 

then - only to be told that actually, things will change; ‘All of it will be thrown down’ and 

these temporal idols will actually fall away – one way or another…. 

By the time we hear this, Jesus has already wept for his Jerusalem (ch19) – and is now 

about telling everyone how the prophetic words of Isaiah, Jeremiah and Ezekiel are going 

to play out on the ground - and these are the words we are called to interpret and 

illuminate today…  

Our buildings stand glorious, but when it comes to Sunday by Sunday and worship 

generally – they are inhabited and enjoyed by only the few. Perhaps Jesus is saying to us 

is that the breaking down of the norm is what we need to be thinking about.  

Of course, for us today, it probably won’t be as drastic – the end-time possibility not as 

immediate as back then.  

For us today it won’t mean raising everything to the ground to prove the point that God is 

not confined to a building – that He goes beyond the walls to create churches without walls 

– that the Holy Spirit has already been sent out there in the name of Jesus – that our call is 

to discover where and join in – but it might likely mean a sensitive and well though-out 

reimagining and adaptation of space and gentle change of heart and mind-set.. 

And for us today it won’t mean having to relinquish all that is good and true about tradition, 

the sacramental life, religion and the foundations of our faith – but rather an inspired 

reenergising and fresh understanding of these things as we reimagine the spiritual as well 

as the fabric life of our churches that will work for God’s people of today.  

Discipleship we are hearing, is not for the faint-hearted… 

But as we pray for the Holy Spirit to show us the way, and ignite the fire of desire within 

hearts and minds,  we must be prepared for it to sweep through all that is familiar in Jesus’ 

name – to point us to what Jesus our Good Shepherd is saying to his Church today in 

order to touch, enrich and encourage the hearts and souls of his flock that they might hear 

that invitation to simply come – just as they are – and be shown the way by stoic and wise 

pathfinders who have trod the road before them – how they gather to honour, give thanks 

and worship the God whom they love in  ways that everyone can engage with – and who 

seek to find meaning in a history and tradition shaped not by the word-view of ‘it’s what 

we’ve always done around here’ but rather ‘how can we do those things now today?– so 

that those who have no idea of the God we love and worship – might be compelled to feel 

safe enough to come and see – to be nourished and fed and to experience the God of the 

Gospel of Jesus expressed in hospitality, welcome and love. 

There’s a saying ‘Just when you think things are falling apart, they are falling together.’ 

Churches today might not have to be threatened with the possible experience of desolation 

or evacuation or punishment of the third degree – but might be threatened with the inability 



to pay the parish share – the inability to fill the worship space with more hearts and souls – 

the lack lustre energy that comes when faith is fading and desire is dwindling and the 

passion and fire that once ignited hearts is fading fast in the pressure of the keeping the 

show on the road by the same people doing the same things with no new energy, or hands 

and feet to pick up the baton of help. 

But we can take heart. Jesus also tells us ‘do not be frightened – these things must 

happen first’… 

And there lies the hope and reassurance we need - that always follows the ‘do not be 

afraid’ statements in Scripture. Something amazing always follows Mary’s ‘Do not be 

afraid’ spoken by the angel before the glorifying of God on earth in the birth of Jesus for 

example?  

We are being told to put Jesus at the centre of everything and to allow his Holy Spirit to 

‘show us the way’ in his name so we can share his love through hospitality, welcome and 

love – on the ground, Monday to Saturday as well as Sunday, trusting that when we do our 

best, God will do the rest. 

Amen 

 


